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Dear Huth Road Families, 

 
March is almost here and that means it's time for the Huth Road Bazaar! Join us for some fun at 
school on Friday, March 6, from 5 to 8 p.m. Come out of the cold and wear a Hawaiian shirt to 
get in the luau theme. This family event helps raise nearly one-third of our annual budget. 

 

For $5, children can play unlimited games in the gym before choosing a prize. Stop in the cafete-
ria to buy pizza, snacks, and desserts. Try your luck at the basket raffle, fish pitch, and cake 
walk. Remember to visit the Scholastic Book Fair in the community room. It's a great opportuni-
ty to pick up some books to read together during PARP.  

 

Parents As Reading Partners (PARP) kicks off on Monday, March 9. Author Lisa Wheeler will 
be visiting Huth in May, so we're going to introduce students to her work during PARP. Many of 
Mrs. Wheeler's stories focus on working together, so we incorporated teamwork into our theme: 
Help your team succeed. Tackle a book and read! In keeping with the theme, we' ll track 
reading minutes on a large scoreboard in the main hallway. When you're at school, take a look to 
see how your child's class and grade are helping Team Huth.  

 

March is full of PTA events and activities. School Resource Officer Christopher Pyc will be the 
featured speaker at our PTA meeting on Wednesday, March 18 at 6 p.m.. He will discuss safety 
in our schools. Refreshments and free childcare will be provided. Then on March 26, BMX biker 
Matt Wilhelm will share his anti-bullying message in a school-wide assembly. 

 

Because of your support, Huth Road PTA can continue to bring these enrichment programs to 
your children. Did you know that another important role of PTA is advocating for your children? 
As parents, we have a great opportunity to advocate for our kids right now. Let me share a story 
to explain. 

 

When I plan meals for the week, sometimes I ask my family for suggestions and try to incorpo-
rate them into our dinners. If nobody shares an idea, I do my best to pick foods that work for 
everyone. Once dinner is on the table, sometimes my kids will complain they don't like it, but by 
then it's too late to change anything.  

 

Right now, the Board of Education is inviting us to participate in the 2015-2016 budget process. 
The board trustees are volunteers. Several members have elementary school students as we do. 
They want to know what's important to us. It's our job to tell them. The community is invited to 
monthly budget input meetings. I attended the January meeting and voiced my concerns about 
large class sizes. By telling my personal story, I showed how growing class size affects my child . 

 

If you have something to share, do it now. Attend the next budget input session on Monday, 
March 23 at 7:30 PM at Huth. If you can't make the meetings, consider writing a letter to share 
your own personal story. You can send correspondence to boe@grandislandschools.org. Take 
advantage of the opportunity to let the board know what's important to you. After the budget is 
finished in May, it will be too late. And like my kids with dinner, you may be disappointed that 
you didn't speak up when you had a chance.  

 

Thanks for being an advocate for your child and for supporting Huth Road PTA. We look for-
ward to seeing you at the Bazaar! 

 

Warm regards, 
Jennifer Walowitz 

Huth Road PTA president 
 

mailto:boe@grandislandschools.org


From the Principal’s Desk. . . 

Hello Parents! 

 

Top 10 Parenting Do's for the Glory Years (Grades 2-5) 

 

1. Talk with your children—a lot. Ask them what they are thinking about, excited about, 

 worried about. Make talking a family habit that can carry them through their middle 

 school years and beyond. Encourage more than one word answers, too! 

 

2.  Build a family culture of reading. Children who see their  parents reading are more   

  likely to enjoy reading themselves. Mix in audio books for a change of pace. 

 

3.  Check homework every day, but don’t do any of it. 

 

4.  Communicate regularly with school. We don’t know what we don’t know. 

 

5.  Hold children responsible and accountable. Regular  chores build responsibility,  

  independence, and happy children ready to be in charge of their own, little worlds. 

 

6. Teach children to respect authority figures. We want children to speak up for  them  

  selves if they were wronged, but it’s important to keep a balance of priorities, too.  

  Teachers care, and they deeply want our children to succeed. Trust their calls. 

 

7. Set regular bedtimes. Predictable routines lead to calm souls and well-rested children. 

 

8. Speak positively in front of the children, even when dealing with difficult situations, 

 to reinforce healthy relationships and communication skills. 

 

9. Take family field trips. When is the last time your  child stood in awe at Niagara 

 Falls? Have they been to Canalside, yet? If you haven’t explained to your snickering  

  8-year-old why “David” is naked in Delaware Park, now is the time! 

 

10.  Enjoy these “glory” years. Our  children are old enough to bathe and dress on their    

  own but young enough to still believe we’re the greatest parents on earth…which we are. 

  Soak in the love while it’s freely flowing! 

 

 

A special thank you goes out to our PTA president, Mrs. Jennifer Walowitz, who, along with 

many volunteers and contributors, made this newsletter possible. Be sure to read each article care-

fully. There is a lot going on that you don’t want to miss! As always, if you ever have any ques-

tions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours truly, 

Kerri Nowak 
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Come in for some pizza in the cafe, and 

make a stop by Mrs. Lipp’s and  

Mrs. Percival's bake sale for dessert.   

Annual Bazaar and Basket Raffle 

Friday, March 6       5  - 8 p.m. 

Get ready for some fun in the sun at our Hawaiian 

Luau!  Put on your best Hawaiian shirt and your 

fancy grass skirt and prepare for a great time!   

The ever popular Cake Walk and the Fish Pitch are back! 

Endless games in the gym, and a fun "tropical photo 

spot"  for a keepsake photo of your Hawaiian night!  

Prepare yourself for your chance at some amazing  

baskets at the Basket Raffle in the auditorium… 

we have some great ones this year! 
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 Dear Families: 
 

Get ready to celebrate the love of reading with our upcoming Under the Sea Scholas-

tic Book Fair! We will have many fun reading activities and events planned for your 

child throughout this event and we hope you can come share these events by visiting 

the Book Fair with your student. During school hours on March 4, 5 and 6 students will 

visit the fair, and we will have convenient evening hours for your viewing on March 6 

from 5-8 p.m.  

 

 

This year, one of our goals is to ensure as many children as possible receive books 

and have access to books. One of the ways we can do that is through the All for Books 

program. With your help all of the money collected goes to purchasing more books 

for Huth Road library and classrooms. 

 

 

Not only does your donation help our cause, but Scholastic Book Fairs will match 

monetary donations raised with a donation of up to one million books to two non-

profit organizations dedicated to helping children, families, and teachers acquire 

books and educational resources - Kids In Need Foundation and Kids in Distressed 

Situations, Inc. 

 

 

Please take a moment to donate $1 or loose change, and sign the attached book slip 

with your name or child’s name. All signed book slips will be displayed at our school. 

 

On behalf of the students and teachers of our school, THANK YOU! 

 

Sincerely, 

Karrie Valle, Scholastic chairperson 



Calendar of Events— 
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E-news is here!  Sign Up Today! 

 

 
 

E-news allows Grand Island parents, students, facul-

ty/staff & community members to sign up to receive 

e-mails &/or text messages on school related infor-

mation. With e-news, you automatically receive 

news of interest to you at your selected e-mail ad-

dress or cell phone. E-news is an opt-in service. You 

tailor the service to meet your needs by selecting 

only the categories of information of interest to you.  
 

To Sign Up: 

Visit www.k12.ginet.org 

Click the GICSD e-news button at the bottom right 

Complete the form and choose your subscription 

options 

Enter the security number shown and press  

 “Sign Me Up” 

March 

        4-6    PTA Scholastic Book Fair     

        5       ”Celebrate Music”, 1 p.m., 7 p.m., 3rd & Select Chorus  

        6        Bazaar & Basket Raffle 

        9-20  PARP (Parents as Reading Partners)  

        18     PTA meeting, 6 p.m., Officer Chris Pyc 

        20     Viking Values lunch, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

. 

 

April:  

        3         Good Friday, NO SCHOOL 

        6         Spring Recess  NO SCHOOL 

        14-17  ELA state testing    

        17       Viking Values lunch 

        18-21  ELA state testing make-up 

        22-24  Math state testing  

        27-29  Math state testing make-up 

        27        NO SCHOOL (Staff Development Day) 

        28        Instrumental Band spring concert, 7 p.m. 

At the close of each school year the students at Huth are invited to participate in our summer 

reading program. We are very happy to report that last September, we had almost 300 students 

turn in completed summer-reading forms and join us at our summer-reading celebration, where 

they played bingo, won prizes and ate Rice Krispy Treats purchased by our PTA. In order to 

participate students entering grades 3 through 5 were asked to read three books and write a short 

book talk about one of the books they read. Our younger students, entering second grade from 

Sidway, also participated by reading six books and recording the books on their form. Studies 

have been done which show that summer-reading programs enhance student achievement and 

help students to avoid the “summer slide” in reading skills. The class with the highest participa-

tion was our incoming fifth graders. Congratulations to all our students who took the summer-

reading challenge and made reading a part of their summer vacation. 

 

 

http://www.k12.ginet.org/


Welcome to PARP 2015! 
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March is almost here and that means it's time to get ready to read.    

Parents As Reading Partners (PARP) kicks off Monday, March 9. This 

two-week reading program gives families the chance to carve out time 

to read together. Author Lisa Wheeler will be visiting Huth in May, so 

we're going to introduce students to her work during PARP. Mrs. 

Wheeler writes in prose and has a wide variety of picture books. She wrote a series of dinosaur sports 

books where the herbivores compete against the carnivores. Many of her other stories also focus on 

working together, so we incorporated teamwork into our theme:  
             “Help your team succeed.  Tackle a book and read!” 
 

We'll use a scoreboard to track reading minutes and bring several books to life with large decorations. 

You can learn more about Lisa Wheeler by visiting her website at www.lisawheelerbooks.com. Mark 

your calendar for March 9 and get ready to team up with your child and read! 

 

 

 

  

Each month, one grade per class is chosen as winners of Huth Road's Viking Values lunch. The winning 

class selected per positive behavior and recognition, gets to eat in Cafeteria 2 with an additional 10 

minutes of lunch time. During their extra time, they play games, socialize and of course, have fun! On 

the Friday of Viking Values lunch every class gets to redeem their coins (earned for positive behavior) at 

the cart for small school supplies, books, trinkets and toys! Volunteers are needed to help supervise, es-

cort students, assist in coin redemption and play games. 

Positive Behavior in Schools (PBIS) 

http://www.lisawheelerbooks.com/


Holiday Excursion to Kleinhans 
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On Friday, December 19, all 4th and 5th grade students at Huth Road had the opportunity to attend 

the Buffalo Philharmonic Holiday Pops concert. This concert has become a community tradition in 

Western New York. It was led by Ron Spigelman and featured Sal Andolina’s Big Band and the vo-

cals of James Torme, son of jazz legend Mel Torme. This special school-time edition also featured 

the Buffalo Philharmonic chorus singing some of the season’s most recognizable songs and culminat-

ed with an audience sing-along. We are sure this concert was a wonderful addition to the children's 

holiday season.  
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Thank You, Volunteers! 

“Volunteers don't get paid, not because they're worthless, 

but because they're priceless.”  ~Sherry Anderson 

 

Huth Road PTA appreciates our dedicated volunteers. 

Thank you for sharing your time and talents with us! 

 

 

Scholastic Book Fair: Kar r ie Valle coordinated the book fair  with help from Mindi Gondek, Trenton Gon-

dek, Tracey Schaefer, Samantha Hoerner, Sydney Hoerner, Kat Estrella, Bonnie Nevans, Julie DeAngelo, Kim 

Smith, Heather Hill, Nicole Novak, Holly Fratello, Jill Redfern, Julie Lavin, Janet Tyski, Sue Andrews, and 

Sandy, Morey, Emily, and Nathaniel Cohen. 

 

Family Game Night: Sarah Wheeler chaired this fun family event with her team. 

 Food: Kat Estrella, Cristilyn Lewis Hy, Olivia Johnson, and Emily Fred 

 Bakers: Jill Redfern, Janet Tyski, Karen Frey, Janice Ahne, Kim Yung, Mindi Rice, and Kat Estrella 

 Bake Sale: Casey Walowitz, Emma Wheeler, Micaila Valle, and Melina Valle, Sandy Cohen 

 Ticket Sales: Aliza Seibert, Jeri Wright, Patty Castellino, and Amy McMann 

 Membership: Diane Lipp and Lee Cohen 

 Set up/Clean up: Aliza Seibert, Sue Andrews, Sarah Wheeler, Janet Tyski, Kat Estrella, and Charlie, 

Mackie, and Henry Nowak 

 

Thanks to our custodial team for setting up tables and hanging the bookfair sign. Jim O’Rourke went above and 

beyond to show hospitality to vendors by finding an extension cord and additional tables for them. 

 

November Viking Values Lunch: Holly Fratello organized the lunch and volunteers. Lunch went smoothly 

thanks to Bonnie Nevans, Sharlene Hall, Deb Warner, Lee Cohen, Jill Redfern, Erin Pankow, Kim Smith, and 

Renee Woloszyn. 

 

Huth Road Family Picture Day: Aliza Seiber t worked with Lifetouch to schedule pictures, greeted families 

at their appointments, and coordinated delivery of pictures. 

 

PBIS: Lee Cohen and Jennifer  Walowitz found books at the Grand Island Memor ial Library discard book 

sale to use for the Viking Values prize cart. Students were excited to redeem their coins for these newer books. 

 

Administrative Support: Thanks to Liz O’Connor  and Natalie Stanczak for  working behind the scenes to 

answer our questions and make room reservations for PTA events. 

 

January Viking Values Lunch: Holly Fratello coordinated the lunch with help from Bonnie Nevans, Julie 

Lavin, Lee Cohen, Jill Redfern, Erin Pankow, Judy Fay, and Alaina Kulikowski. 

 

Staff Appreciation Day: Tracey Schaefer  planned a fun, relaxing luncheon for  teachers and staff to enjoy 

together. She got help from Holly Fratello, Lisa Fabiano, Lee Cohen, and Jennifer Walowitz. 

 

Readers are Leaders: Heather  Hill coordinated a book distr ibution with Kim Smith so every student got to 

choose a free book from the PTA. 

 

Reflections: Kimber ly Yung chaired this ar t competition. She collected entr ies, coordinat-

ed judging, and submitted winners to the regional contest. Kim also put together a celebration 

lunch for all participants. 



Highlights from February PTA Meeting 

Boxtops Needed! 
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 Parents can advocate for their children by participating in the budget process. Send a letter 

to the Board of Education at boe@grandislandschools.org to tell them what's important to you. 

 

 Third and fourth graders had science enrichment programs with Dr. Birdd in February. 

Explore and More will be at Huth on February 25 for a second grade program. BMX biker 

Matt Wilhelm will share his anti-bullying message at a school-wide assembly March 26. 

 

 The next Viking Values Lunch is Friday, February 27. Members discussed alternatives to 

redeeming coins for trinkets. Get more gently used books from the Grand Island Memorial 

Library book sale. Next year, pick several charities and invite students to donate Viking Values 

coins to them. PTA will make a monetary donation on behalf of the children. 

 

 Huth Road School had great participation in the Reflections program this year. Entries 

from first-place finishers Ta'miah Wilkes, Ella Zaremski, Bryan Decker, and Riley Decker 

were sent to the regional competition. Ta'miah finished in second place in literature in the in-

termediate division! All participants celebrated with a pizza party. 

 

 The Scholastic Book Fair runs Wednesday, March 4 to Friday, March 6. 

 

 The Huth Road Bazaar is Friday, March 6 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Wear a Hawaiian shirt to 

get in the luau theme. 

 

 Parents As Reading Partners (PARP) kicks off on Monday, March 9. Author Lisa Wheeler 

will be visiting Huth in May, so we're going to introduce students to her work during PARP. 

Many of Mrs. Wheeler's stories focus on working together, so we incorporated teamwork into 

our theme: Help your team succeed. Tackle a book and read! 

 

 School Resource Officer Christopher Pyc will be the featured speaker at our next PTA 

meeting on March 18 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The next submission deadline is quickly approaching and we are about $800 be-

hind in our goal, so get clipping and send in those Boxtops! They are on so many 

of the products you buy everyday, so make sure to check the boxes or packages 

before you recycle or throw them out. Don't forget to ask grandparents, neighbors 

and friends, too! 

mailto:boe@grandislandschools.org


Tracey Schaefer. 



NYS PTA Action Alert 

Why Join the Huth Road PTA 

Huth Road   
2014-2015 PTA Membership Form 

 

 
 Name(s):  __________________________________  $5.00 per membership 
  
 Phone:  __________________________________  $ _______ Total enclosed 
 
 E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________  
 
       Child(ren)’s Name(s):  ________________________Teacher(s)____________________________ 
 

Please return to school with your check payable to Huth Road PTA in an envelope marked “PTA Membership” 

Questions? E-mail Tracey Schaefer @traceyschaefer77@yahoo.com 

NYS PTA is encouraging its members to take action on Governor Cuomo's assault on public education. Please 

go to: http://capwiz.com/npta2/ny/issues/alert/?alertid=64188021 for a pre-written letter regarding funding pub-

lic education and http://capwiz.com/npta2/ny/issues/alert/?alertid=64187986 for a pre-written letter regarding 

student assessments and teacher performance. Both letters can be emailed or you can mail to your legislators 

and senators urging them not to support the governor's defunding of public education. There is strength in num-

bers. It is easy for your legislators to ignore one letter; it’s much harder to ignore 300,000 letters. 

What is PTA? Why join PTA? The number one reason to join the Parent Teacher Association is to benefit 

your child.  

In doing so, you also help your school. But there are many more PTA advantages: 

▪  Get Connected. There’s no better way to know what’s happening in your school. 

▪  Tap into a Network. PTA functions are opportunities to meet other parents and teachers, building rap-

port and  

 discussing issues that are on your mind. You can share ideas, concerns, and experiences.  

▪  Watch Yourself Grow. By volunteering with your PTA, you put your skills and hobbies to use for 

a noble cause—your child and all children in the community. 

▪  Speak Up. PTA can be a way for you to more effectively suggest change at your child’s school. 

▪  Witness Improvement. By getting involved you’ll be part of the solution, helping make positive chang-

es. Local PTAs play an important role in fundraising to provide school improvements, curriculum-

based programs, and social events. 

▪  Be a Role Model. By becoming a PTA member, you’ll be showing your child the importance you place 

on education. 

▪  Enjoy Substantial Benefits. Individuals and local units can take advantage of a host of benefits from 

PTA membership including discounts and offers from member-benefits providers and sponsors, maga-

zine subscriptions, leadership training, e-newsletters and much more. 

       Support our PTA through your membership. Clip and return this form to your student’s classroom teacher.  

http://capwiz.com/npta2/ny/issues/alert/?alertid=64188021
http://capwiz.com/npta2/ny/issues/alert/?alertid=64187986
http://pta.org/member_benefit_providers.asp


Dr. Birdd Visits Huth 
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On February 5 Dr. Birdd, professor emeritus from Buffalo State College, visited the third 

graders to share his program and activities. As Sir Isaac Newton, Dr. Birdd instructed the 

entire third grade on Newton's Laws of Motion. Our 

very excited classes, one by one, worked with Dr. 

Birdd and parent and grandparent helpers to recreate 

learning centers based on these laws of motion. Our 

third grade teachers warmly thank Dr. Birdd for 

sharing his expertise in the field of physics with all 

of our students.  

Fourth grade students recently enjoyed a visit from Dr. Birdd, 

whose topic was plants. This presentation focused on plant parts, 

germination, photosynthesis, and also reproduction. Students 

were able to see all the parts of a carnation as they dissected 

it. They also witnessed the germination process beginning in a 

lima bean. The interactive activity was highly interesting for the 

students, and it was a great way to refresh them on what they 

learned in third grade about plants. This will also get them ready 

to take the state science assessment in May.  


